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tfian for heroic feelings in the troops on the battlefield. He
valued the efficiency and adaptability of special troops of a
nucleus organization, men who had undergone practical
training, more than all the revolutionary feelings hatched
out by idle intellectuals. Rohm, with a mass of Philistines
stuck into brown shirts, whom he regarded as the advance
guard of the revolution, was trying to attain ends of which
he, Himmler, was assured without any noise or any mass
play-acting. To get the Reichswehr under his control
required entirely different manoeuvres from the setting in
motion of the masses. But there was no arguing with the
man, he was beyond control.

The true purpose of the S.S. was just what Himmler had
stated. It was to be the nucleus organization, working with
precision and drilled for special objects, of the permanent
coup d'etat. Protection from counter-revolution was only
to be secured by the same cadres with which, if the need
arises, a coup d'etat is led. The revolution of dynamism is
nothing but a permanent coup d'etat.

As for the admission of members of the old aristocracy
to the S.S., Himmler largely succeeded, and with the result
he anticipated. The young men of so-called good social
position did not gain the influence over the S.S. of which
they dreamed; it was they themselves whose backbone was
broken. They became diligent students of nihilism. They
were soon the best and most rabid of the officers in Himmler's
coup d'etat forces. A few months later I had the doubtful
honour of an official visit from Himmler during a new tour
of inspection. His motor car was driven by young Prince
Dohna-Schlobitten, a scion of one of the oldest Prussian
families. He was a simple S.S. man^ and came in his uniform-
Over our beer in the evening at my house, in an incautious
moment, I asked the prince what had brought him into the
party. He stammered a few enthusiastic words about
Germany's future greatness. It was evident that his reasons
were of a different nature. His properties were on the verge
of bankruptcy. He had to obtain influence among the new
rulers if he was not to lose everything. It was the spectre
of the expropriation and settlement of their estates that drove
many junkers into the arms of the Nazis. But there were yet